
VISIBLE MENDING! 
Nicole Lichtenberg, The Community Library in Ketchum, Idaho

Jessica Miller, The Upholsterer, Hailey, Idaho

Peggy Miller, Episcopal Thrift Shop, Hailey, Idaho



What is it?



Mend for the 
environment! 
Mending can defer or displace the purchase of 
new items, which is good for the environment. 

REMEMBER: The most sustainable materials 
are the ones you already have on hand (or 
that someone else already has on hand)

Infographic from sustainyourstyle.org



Circular Economy: Mending Counts! 

Have what you use

Use what you have

Keep existing materials in use as long as possible by sharing, repairing, 
reusing, and as a last resort, recycling. 



Mend the social fabric of society! Save lives! 
Sidebar: THANK YOU! 

People need difference in structure, function and 
quality of social connections. 

Social Isolation: Objectively having few social 
relationships, social roles, group memberships, and 
infrequent social interaction. 

People, especially people experiencing loneliness, can 
struggle to initiate social connections. 

Libraries are a place where people can go and interact 
with other people. 

άŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ǳƴǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ƛƴǘŜǊŀŎǘƛƻƴέ όά²Ƙȅ ƛǎ ƛǘ ǎƻ ƘŀǊŘ 
ŦƻǊ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΚέ ŦǊƻƳ Speaking of 
Psychology podcast, January 26, 2022)



Why is visible mending a good social activity?
ÅLǘΩǎ ǎŜƳƛ-structured

ÅLǘΩǎ ƭƻǿ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊ-to-entry in terms of skills, 
money, interest level

ÅLǘΩǎ ŀŘŀǇǘŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŀǳŘƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ 
abilities

ÅIt facilitates CONTINUOUS UNPLANNED 
(for patron) INTERACTION! 

ÅPeople can share stories, teach skills, 
and otherwise connect. 

ÅLǘΩǎ ŀƴ Ŝŀǎȅ ǿƛƴΗ



Case Study: Ethan YƧŜǎōƻΩǎ5ŀŘΩǎ {ƘƛǊǘ

ÅEthan wanted to be able to 
ǿŜŀǊ Ƙƛǎ ŘŀŘΩǎ ǎƘƛǊǘΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ 
super raggedy in a few spots. 

Å In this instance, he really 
wanted to preserve the 
garment, because it has a lot 
of sentimental value. 

ÅSolution: hand stitch a layer of 
sacrificial tee shirt underneath 
the raggedy parts

ÅResult: EXCELLENT! 

Skills: brainstorming, hand 
stitching, loading an 
embroidery hoop
Supplies: embroidery hoop, 
perle cotton, medium needle, 
safety pins, leftover tee shirt 
chunk


